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29 September 2022 
EMA/792740/2022  
Stakeholders and Communication Division 

Meeting summary - Healthcare Professionals Working 
Party (HCPWP) 
22 September 2022, 11:15hrs to 13:00hrs  

Co-Chairs: Juan Garcia Burgos (EMA) 

Welcome and introduction 

Juan Garcia-Burgos (EMA) opened the meeting, welcoming all participants at the start of this first face 
-to-face meeting following the pandemic crisis. lighted the topics and focus of the meeting. 

He also informed that the newly appointed PCWP observers are Kaisa Immonen (European Patients’ 
Forum) and Angela Bradshaw (Alzheimer Europe). 

1. Election of HCPWP co-chair 

1. 1 HCPWP co-chair election proceedings  

Following a brief presentation from each of the 3 candidates and confirmation the required quorum was 
reached (23 eligible to vote + 1 proxy vote assigned), the voting was open.  

Rosa Giuliani from the European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO) was elected as the new co-chair 
to the HCPWP for its 2022-25 mandate after 2 rounds of voting. The election procedure was overseen 
by the EMA legal department.  

1.2  Nomination of observers to the PCWP 

Anita Simonds from the European Respiratory Society (ERS) and Rui Castro from the United European 
Gastroenterology (UEG) volunteered to be observers to the PCWP, which was agreed by all members of 
the HCPWP. 

2. HCP Policy Officers’ Group update 

Ivana Silva (EMA) reported that following the one-year pilot run in 2021 to explore whether a group 
complementary to the HCPWP bringing together all HCP eligible organisations (currently 39; of these, 
only 22 can be members of the HCPWP) could be a valuable, efficient and sustainable solution to 
continuously map expectations and identify potential communication and knowledge gaps as well as 
areas of common interest amongst this stakeholder group, the HCP POG has continued its activity.  
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The pilot outcome was positive and it was agreed to maintain the HCP POG during 2022 and re-assess 
its continued usefulness and sustainability as well as impact on eligible organisations’ satisfaction 
levels in Q1 2023 (a full report on the pilot was published in January 2022).  

 
During the first half of 2022, the HCP POG focus has been on developing concrete opinion/ 
recommendation papers to be published in a scientific journal. The papers are expected to provide 
input to the following EMA working areas: 

• Shortages - input to a follow up HMA/EMA multistakeholder workshop in 2023 

• Frailty and older people considerations in medicine development and evaluation - input into 
EMA/CHMP/SAWP work 

• Surrogate endpoints and new ways of conducting clinical trials - input into the ACT EU 
programme  

• Pharmacovigilance, with a focus on medication errors - input into EMA/PRAC work on 
medication errors  

Four drafting groups composed by volunteers from the HCP POG have been working on each of the 
topics listed, aiming to:  

• Scan new opportunities to learn and share knowledge between healthcare professionals and 
regulators on matters of concern to the clinical communities 

• Perform a landscaping exercise that could also identify further areas of action/research needed 

• Provide input to specific EMA working areas 

• Promote clarity/awareness about EMA activities amongst clinical communities 

The topic leads of each drafting group provided a progress report (see presentation).  

Actions:  

• HCPWP to provide comments in writing to the draft statement on ‘Frailty and older people 
considerations in medicine development and evaluation’ by 17 October.   

• The other HCP POG drafting groups will continue to mature their drafts and once ready an HCPWP 
consultation phase will be launched.   

 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/documents/report/ema/eligible-healthcare-professional-organisations-policy-officers-group-hcp-pog-pilot-one-year-review_en.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/presentation/presentation-engagement-communication-ema-eligible-hcp-organisations-policy-officers-group-progress_en.pdf

