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Imoxat (imidacloprid / moxidectin) 
An overview of Imoxat and why it is authorised in the EU 

What is Imoxat and what is it used for? 

Imoxat is a veterinary medicine used on cats, ferrets and dogs suffering from, or at risk of, mixed 
parasitic infections (caused by several different types of parasites). The medicine is used: 

• to treat and prevent flea infestations in cats, dogs and ferrets; 

• to treat ear mite infestations in cats and dogs; 

• to treat skin diseases in dogs caused by parasitic mites (sarcoptic mange and demodicosis); 

• to treat skin disease in cats caused by a parasitic mite (notoedric mange); 

• to treat and prevent lungworm infection in cats and dogs; 

• to treat eyeworm disease in cats and dogs; 

• to treat infections with gastrointestinal nematodes (gut worms) in cats and dogs; 

• to treat biting lice infestation in dogs; 

• to prevent heartworm (Dirofilaria immitis) disease in cats, dogs and ferrets; 

• to treat circulating Dirofilaria immitis microfilariae in dogs; 

• to treat and prevent cutaneous dirofilariosis (skin infection with Dirofilaria repens) in dogs; 

• to reduce circulating Dirofilaria repens microfilariae in dogs; 

• to prevent and treat French heartworm (Angiostrongylus vasorum) infection in dogs; 

• to prevent spirocercosis (a worm infection affecting the gullet) in dogs. 

Imoxat can be used as part of a treatment strategy for flea allergy dermatitis in cats and dogs. 

It contains the active substances imidacloprid and moxidectin. 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/cat
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Imoxat is a ‘generic medicine’. This means that Imoxat contains the same active substance and works 
in the same way as a ‘reference medicine’ already authorised in the European Union (EU) called 
Advocate.  

How is Imoxat used?  

Imoxat can only be obtained with a prescription. 

Imoxat is available as a spot-on solution in pre-filled pipettes and comes in different strengths 
depending on whether it is for use on cats, ferrets or dogs and on the size of the animal being treated. 
The contents of the full pipette are applied onto the animal’s skin after parting the fur.  

For more information about using Imoxat, see the package leaflet or contact your veterinarian or 
pharmacist. 

How does Imoxat work? 

Imoxat contains two active substances, imidacloprid and moxidectin. Imidacloprid interferes with 
certain specific receptors (nicotinergic acetylcholine receptors) in the nervous systems of lice and fleas, 
which results in their subsequent paralysis and death. Moxidectin causes paralysis and death of 
parasites by interfering with the way signals are passed between nerve cells (neurotransmission) in the 
parasites’ nervous system. 

How has Imoxat been studied? 

Studies on the benefits and risks of the active substances in the authorised uses have already been 
carried out with the reference medicine, Advocate, and do not need to be repeated for Imoxat.  

As for every medicine, the company provided studies on the quality of Imoxat. There was no need for 
‘bioequivalence’ studies to investigate whether Imoxat is absorbed similarly to the reference medicine 
to produce the same level of the active substances in the blood. This is because the composition of 
Imoxat is comparable to that of the reference medicine and, when applied to the skin, the active 
substances in both products are expected to be absorbed in the same way. 

What are the benefits and risks of Imoxat? 

Because Imoxat is a generic medicine and is comparable to the reference medicine, its benefits and 
risks are taken as being the same as the reference medicine’s. 

What are the precautions for the person who gives the medicine or comes 
into contact with the animal? 

Safety information has been included in the summary of product characteristics and the package leaflet 
for Imoxat, including the appropriate precautions to be followed by healthcare professionals and animal 
owners or keepers. The precautions are the same as for the reference medicine since Imoxat is a 
generic medicine. 
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Why is Imoxat authorised in the EU? 

The European Medicines Agency concluded that, in accordance with EU requirements, Imoxat has been 
shown to be comparable to Advocate. Therefore, the Agency’s view was that, as for Advocate, the 
benefits of Imoxat outweigh the identified risks and it can be authorised for use in the EU. 

Other information about Imoxat 

Imoxat received a marketing authorisation valid throughout the EU on 07/12/2021. 

Further information on Imoxat can be found on the Agency’s website: 
ema.europa.eu/medicines/veterinary/EPAR/imoxat.  

Information on the reference medicine can also be found on the Agency’s website. 

This overview was last updated in 11-2021. 
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