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Press release 

EU report provides basis for effective fight against 
development of resistant bacteria 
EU agencies publish first integrated analysis of data from humans and 
animals 

The use of certain antimicrobials in animals and humans is associated with resistance to these 
antimicrobials in bacteria from animals and humans. There are also important differences in the 
consumption of antimicrobials in animals and in humans between European countries. These are 
some of the findings of the first integrated analysis of data from humans, animals and food in 
Europe published jointly by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA). 

The ‘ECDC/EFSA/EMA first joint report on the integrated analysis of the consumption of 
antimicrobial agents and occurrence of antimicrobial resistance in bacteria from humans and food-
producing animals’ also identifies data limitations that need to be addressed to allow further 
analysis and conclusions to be drawn. These include additional data on antimicrobial consumption 
by animal species, data on antimicrobial consumption in hospitals in more European countries and 
monitoring of resistant bacteria in the normal flora from both healthy and diseased people. 

The analysis was carried out at the request of the European Commission and combines data from 
five European monitoring networks that gather information from the European Union (EU) Member 
States, Iceland, Norway and Switzerland.  

This holistic approach aims to make better use of the existing data and strengthen coordinated 
surveillance systems on antimicrobial consumption and antimicrobial resistance in human and 
veterinary medicine, and to allow policy makers to decide on the best way to tackle antimicrobial 
resistance in humans and animals. 

The joint report will inform the European Commission’s action plan against the rising threats from 
antimicrobial resistance. The data will also contribute to establishing strong methodologies and 
priorities in the fight against the development of antimicrobial resistance.   

This is the first in a series of reports that EMA, EFSA and ECDC are planning to publish based on 
the data collected by various monitoring networks. 
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Access to accurate data on the use of antimicrobials and the occurrence of antimicrobial resistance 
is an essential step to develop and monitor policies that minimise the development of resistance 
and keep antimicrobials effective for future generations. 

Notes 

1. This press release, together with all related documents, is available on the three agencies’ 
websites. 

2. The data analysed come from the European monitoring networks EARS-Net, ESAC-Net, FWD-
Net, Scientific Network for Zoonosis Monitoring Data and ESVAC. 

3. Further information on the European Commission’s action plan against the rising threats from 
antimicrobial resistance can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_food-
safety/docs/communication_amr_2011_748_en.pdf 

4. Further information on the work of ECDC on surveillance of antimicrobial resistance and 
consumption in EU/EEA countries is available on its website: 
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/antimicrobial_resistance/Pages/index.aspx  

5. Further information on the work of EFSA  on antimicrobial resistance can be found here: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/amr.htm 

6. Further information on the work of EMA on antimicrobial resistance can be found here: 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/special_topics/general/general_content
_000439.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058002d4e9 

Contact our press officers 

ECDC press office 
Tel. +46 (0)8 586 01 678  
Email: press@ecdc.europa.eu 

EFSA Media Relations Office  
Tel. +39 0521 036 149 
E-mail: press@efsa.europa.eu 

EMA press office 
Tel. +44 (0)20 3660 8427 
E-mail: press@ema.europa.eu 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_food-safety/docs/communication_amr_2011_748_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_food-safety/docs/communication_amr_2011_748_en.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/antimicrobial_resistance/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/amr.htm
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/special_topics/general/general_content_000439.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058002d4e9
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/special_topics/general/general_content_000439.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058002d4e9
mailto:press@ecdc.europa.eu
mailto:press@efsa.europa.eu
mailto:press@ema.europa.eu

