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Overview
Antimicrobial resistance is regarded as a serious issue 
by UK Government for both animal and human 
medicines.
VMD works closely with vets and farming industry to 
produce responsible use guidelines - RUMA.
Fluoroquinolone products are regarded as an animal 
treatment of last resort  in recognition of importance in 
human medicine.
All therapeutic antimicrobials are prescription only 
medicines and can only be prescribed by veterinary 
surgeons.
Annual sales data report monitors trends in sales of 
antimicrobials.  Fluoroquinolones represent 
approximately 1% of total volume sales (i.e. 1-2 tonnes 
pa) 



Assessment of FQ based products

Fluoroquinolone applications are assessed in the same 
way as other products.
FSA, HPA, EA and for fish products CEFAS contribute to 
the assessment process as necessary.
For fluoroquinolones and all other antimicrobial 
applications for use in food producing animals, the 
HPA’s antimicrobial resistance team advise on the 
possible impact on human health.
Recent increase in applications for generic 
fluoroquinolones as products reach the end of the 10 
year data protection period.  Don’t expect to see an 
increase in total Fluoroquinolone sales. 



Regulatory assessment

Studies on effects on gut flora
Conclusions on induction of resistance 
genes  
Selection for resistance
MIC and PK/PD data
Transfer of resistant genes
Risk-Benefit assessment



Defra Antimicrobial Resistance 
Co-ordination  (DARC) group
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Report available from:

VMD website 
www.vmd.gov.uk
under publications 
and general tabs



Annually publish data on sales of veterinary 
antimicrobials
Seven reports published to date and available on web 
site
Enhancing the report year on year to make it more 
meaningful to stakeholders
2005 data collection is underway and will be published 
this year (2006)
UK one of five EU countries that prepare an annual 
report of AM sales/consumption.

AM Sales Data Report
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Comparable list of veterinary and 
human AM’s

Developed in conjunction with DH a 
list of all current veterinary and 
human AM’s in the UK
Lists for antibacterials, antiprotozoals
and antifungals
All available from DARC Group web 
site, hosted from VMD web site
Received positive feedback



Recommendations

Wide spectrum of activity across the EU in 
to inform professionals and public on AMR
Local strategies are informed and guided 
by wider international debate
Developing relationship between opinion 
leaders in human and veterinary fields
A growing knowledge data-set to provide 
regulators, industry and interested parties 
with useful information
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