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Shortages occur on a regular basis

ROMANIA GERMANY

INEQUALITIES

INEXPENSIVE CANCER MEDICINES

Inexpensive essential medicines are INDISPENSABLE to treat and sometimes cure all types of cancer

All patients with cancer need some of these agents

About 80% of WHO Essential Cancer Medicines are inexpensive medicines (and as such subject at risk of shortage)

Availability of essential medicines is uneven among countries
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-Shortages at core of discussion (clinical, scientific and political level)

- Finally  a strategy plan to address shortages   
Moved forward from the issue of defining what shortages are

-Understanding the importance of the global dimension of shortages, while fully 
respecting the local/national competence

-Agreement on systematic dialogue at EU and National institution level is key,

-INCLUSIVE dialogue

-Acknowledging the need to lively monitor shortages

-Multiple root causes and as a consequence different solutions may apply (eg
shortages due to procurement systems, shortages due to lack of raw materials, 
shortages due to sudden increase demand…)

The positive side of the story so far…

ESSENTIAL TO COMMUNICATE CLEARLY THESE POINTS
!
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CONSENSUS (?) about communication and transparency

AIM of the communication

Recipient of communication

Channels of communication

Raise awareness/alert
Seek feed back/share solutions

Different stakeholders/Different angles
Parallel communications? All at the same table?
E.g. learned societies websites
NCA
EU bodies (EMA)
Newsletters
Publications
Podcasts

Patients

HCPs
(huge 
crowd…)

Payers and
policy-makers HTAsIndustry NCAs

EU 
“bodies”

3C: Coherent, Cohesive and Comprehensive
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Hello Dr Giuliani,
There is not bleomycin, 
unfortunately this is a National 
problem. How do you suggest
to proceed?

Sub-optimal styles of communication
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Modalities of communication: 
all comers?

Style of communication (lay 
language, et cet…)

Channels 

SHORTAGES

Discontinuatio
n

(Manufacturer 
choice)

Increased 
demand

Procurement 
practices

Raw 
materials

Quality
(manufacturing 

issues)

Delays due to 
Capacity

TARGETED COMMUNICATION

Patients

HCPs

Payers and
policy-makers

HTAs

Industry

NCAs

EU 
“bodies”

TIMING
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Eligible healthcare professionals' organisations

HCPWP

https://www.escardio.org/
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Happy to discuss further
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Risk of duplication of efforts already in place?
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