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▪ UEVP (Practitioners)

▪ UEVH (Hygienists – Public Health Officers)

▪ EASVO (Veterinary State Officers)

▪ EVERI (Education, Research, Industry)

Federation of veterinarians 
of Europe

47 national associations 

39 European countries

4 Sections 

FVE’s mission

The European veterinary profession, embodied by
FVE, enhances animal health, animal welfare, public health
and protect the environment by promoting the veterinary
profession.

Together with its members, FVE supports veterinarians in
delivering their professional responsibilities to the best
possible standards and ensures that veterinary expertise is
recognised and valued by society.



www.uevp.org info@uevp.org UEVP is a section of the Federation of Veterinarians of Europe
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UEVP is an independent organization with 
international statutes. Today UEVP represents 29 
member countries and 5 European 
federations, all representing European 
practitioners.

• one European voice for practitioners
• setting standards across borders

through education, influencing
legislation, giving veterinary opinion
and prudent use of medicines, 
including fighting AMR

• create professional environment for 
veterinary practitioners

Profession of public trust

http://www.uevp.org/
mailto:info@uevp.org
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FVE works on

practical solutions to reduce antibiotics

✓Many leaflets, folders

✓Position paper to move away from routine dry-cow 

treatment 

✓FVE founding member of EPRUMA

https://www.fve.org/publications/fve-position-on-selective-dry-cow-treatment-in-dairy-cows/
https://www.epruma.eu/
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Need for Global One Health 

Approach against AMR

✓FVE works with medical doctors and dentists 

✓FVE has worldwide alliances

o American and Canadian Veterinary Medical Association

o World Veterinary Association 

https://fve.org/publications/dentists-doctors-veterinarians-call-for-true-one-health-collaboration-starting-from-university/
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FVE promotes

prudent and responsible use

The overall aim is to reduce antimicrobial resistance and

not ONLY the antibiotic use

→Sick animals deserve treatment 

→Against banning of certain antibiotics for all animals

→The treatment of bacterial infections is simultaneously 

essential to safeguard animal health and welfare, as well 

as public health concerning zoonotic diseases

→Focus on prevention: primary disease causes have to be 

eliminated (AHL)
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→ Reduction of antimicrobial use needs holistic approach 

Prevention is better 

than cure! 

Improved biosecurity

Good housing and ventilation

Appropriate nutrition

Preventive treatments

Early notification of disease

Reduced need for antimicrobials

Regular 

animal 

health 

visits



Categorisation of antimicrobials is 
an essential tool for veterinarians



AMEG Categorisation is most 

important one for EU practitioners



• Not authorised in Vet Med

• Forbidden for LA, except CA

• E.g. carbapenems, rifampicin, …

Cat A: 
‘Avoid’

• Only after AST

• Last resort

• E.g. quinolones, 3-4th gen cephalosporins, colistin,  …

Cat B: 
‘Restrict’

• Higher risk than D

• E.g. aminoglycosides, macrolides, amox + clav, … 

Cat C: 
‘Caution’

• All others

• E.g. tetracyclines, penicillins, sulfonamides, …

Cat D: 
‘Prudence’
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Veterinarians have open 

questions!

• What to do if national guidelines differ from 

AMEG guidelines? 

• What if you only have a Category B antibiotic 

licensed for a certain indication/species in 

your country, while you could use off-label an 

antibiotic of Cat C or D?

• What if you have a shortage? 



Diagnostic testing 

to improve rational prescribing

✓Rapid identification of the etiological bacteria

✓Use of antimicrobial susceptibility testing before 

administration of antimicrobials

→Standardization of currently available tests and 

clinical breakpoints for veterinary pathogens 

→ Need for novel rapid diagnostic testing methods 

→ Better guidance and surveillance 
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Diagnostic testing 

to improve rational prescribing
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Allow veterinarians 
to use their professionality

• Veterinarians are experts in animal health 

• Use as less as possible - as much as necessary

• FVE underlines need for science-based 

One Health approach

# CA-Food producing animals

# methods of administration 
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FVE approach 

to AMEG listing

• FVE is against banning of authorized antibiotics for 

animals

→ Animals need antibiotics, too! 

• FVE provides concrete examples of conditions, in 

which certain antibiotics are essential

→ Fluoroquinolones for small mammals 

• The list of antibiotics to reserve for humans is still 

under development (implementing act still under 
development)
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• Globalisation accelerates AMR into an international One 

Health issue 

• Need for collaboration between human health, animal 

health and environmental and agricultural sectors

• Legislators must closely work together with practitioners 

and other stakeholders in order to make sure practical, 

workable solutions are found: 

o Implementing and delegating acts 

o Harmonised regulatory frameworks

o Availability will remain a problem due to the small 

market 
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• Changes ahead in agriculture and veterinary medicines

• Focus on prevention of diseases, rather than treatment 

• As little as possible - as much as necessary 

→ amount, timings, animals

• Need to continue to boost animal health & welfare to 

reduce need for antibiotic use

• Need to follow categorization and avoid, as much as 

possible, group treatment

• Let’s continue to work together!

Outlook



https://fve.org/publications/fve-inputs-id-acts-nvr/ 
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