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The EU Regulatory network for veterinary medicines
Who are we?

• Is composed of: 

• 50 regulatory authorities from the 30 
EEA countries (27 EU Member States 
plus Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway)

• European Commission 

• European Medicines Agency 

• Is supported by more than 4000 experts 
across Europe
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Who makes (part of) the EU Regulatory Network?
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• Veterinary monoclonal antibody products

• Potency tests for cell-based veterinary therapy products and the relation to 
clinical efficacy

• Phage therapy (quality, safety and efficacy)

• Nanomaterials

• Initial consideration on gene therapy veterinary medicinal products
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Innovation
Novel Therapies Working Party
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EU Network Training Centre (EU NTC)
Training platform 

• Offers scientific and regulatory training 
opportunities to all EU network staff.

• Created with the purpose of:

• sharing knowledge.

• enhancing professional development.

• Promoting the exchange 
of good practices across the EU network

EMA and the EU network of veterinary medicines4



Classified as public by the European Medicines Agency 

Benefit risk and availability
Antimicrobial resistance and Environmental Risk Assessment 
• Increase in society's concerns regarding 

antimicrobial resistance and 
environmental risk assessment.

• Legislation is demanding on use of 
antimicrobials in animals. 

• Increasing concerns on impact of 
medicines in the environment.  

– Use of antiparasitics 
– Environmental Risk Assessment
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Evolution of sales data

Sales of veterinary antimicrobial agents in 
19 EU/EEA countries in 2010. 
Second ESVAC report 
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Sales of veterinary antimicrobial agents in 
31 EU/EEA countries in 2021. 
Twelfth ESVAC report 
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Joint assessments EMA/EFSA, JIACRA
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9 EMA and the EU network of veterinary medicines

https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/medialibrary/atmf_responsible-manufacturing_amr-report.pdf
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Reduce pollution to combat ‘superbugs’ and other 
anti-microbial resistance | UN News

Photo by Johannes Plenio

https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/02/1133227
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/02/1133227
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Need for a more refined environmental risk assessment of 
ectoparasites in companion animals?
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One substance, One assessment

Also working on:

• Nitrosamines 

• Titanium dioxide

• PFAS
(Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances)
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Transparency and publication of guidelines for consultation

• One of the founding values of the EMA is transparency.

• Guidelines, and other guidance documents, are published for consultation and 
comments received are published and guidelines revised.

• Workplans of the CVMP and its working parties are regularly published as well as 
other relevant documents.
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Pharmacovigilance: 
detecting, consolidating and publishing relevant findings
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* Integrated databases
 * Real world evidence

* VMP lifecycle data
* Big data analysing tools

Pharmaco-
vigilance 
profiles
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Veterinary Medicines Information website 

• https://medicines.health.europa.eu/

• Public face of the Union Product 
Database

• Information on all authorised 
veterinary medicinal products in the 
EU/EEA
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Conclusions

• The European Medicines Agency, with more than 25 years of history, provides the 
institutional support for the scientific assessment of veterinary medicines.

• The process includes a rigorous assessment of quality, safety and efficacy of 
veterinary medicinal products as performed by the scientists of the EU Member States.

• With an increasing number of new technologies (mRNA vaccines, bacteriophages, stem 
cells…) there is a need to rapidly adapt to those changes.

• The Veterinary Medicine Regulation, combined with other factors (Brexit, Covid, 
remote telework) has obliged the Agency, and the network, to adapt rapidly. 

• New tools from the legislation to be further fine-tuned to take advantage of its full 
potential could result in a more innovative, more one health orientated, authorisation 
of veterinary medicinal products.
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EMA and the EU network of veterinary medicines

Any questions?
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askema@ema.europa.eu

Official address  Domenico Scarlattilaan 6  ●  1083 HS Amsterdam  ●  The Netherlands
Telephone +31 (0)88 781 6000
Send us a question  Go to www.ema.europa.eu/contact

Further information

Follow us on @EMA_News

mailto:askema@ema.europa.eu
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