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Many hypotheses/rumours about specific medicines
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Timeliness of 
evidence

Observational 
studies on 

efficacy

Challenges of 
real-time 

epidemiology

Transparent 
reporting

Defining the 
outcome 
properly

Selection of 
covariates for 

risk studies

Ascertainment 
of exposure

Appropriate 
study design
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Exposure
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Exposure
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Future considerations

Use of data from 2020 (and 2021) in observational studies

How have our databases been affected?

• Heterogeneicity

• Different patterns of health care usage 

- HCP visits, hospital based care etc

• National health care systems versus employment dependant 

health care coverage

• Patient adherence

• etc
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Capturing confounders, measuring outcomes
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Capturing confounders, measuring outcomes

https://www.sfk.nl/publicaties/PW/2020/door-coronacrisis-19-mider-eerste-uitgiften 
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Capturing confounders, measuring outcomes

https://www.sfk.nl/publicaties/PW/2020/door-coronacrisis-19-minder-eerste-uitgiften 

19% decrease in 

initiation of therapy (first 

prescriptions)
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The role of ENCePP

Collective knowledge

Multinational collaborations

Development of Standards and Guidances

Transparency (EU PAS Register)

Careful consideration of pharmacoepidemiological principles



© Utrecht University

The information in this presentation has been compiled with the utmost care, 
but no rights can be derived from its contents.

DISCLAIMER


