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• Factors and information sources used to decide on 
prescribing behaviour 

• Factors influencing the use of sensitivity testing 

• Main indications to prescribe antimicrobials 

• Insight into ‘Critical Important Antimicrobial’ use 
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FVE/HMA Survey provides unique insight in 
prescription behaviour 



Thanks to all co-authors, vets replying, 
experts who gave input!  
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HMA-FVE Survey  
on factors influencing veterinarians’ 

prescription habits. 

-- 

Survey response exceeds expectation 

 20 Questions/ 5 European languages 
 3004 Veterinary practitioners/25 European 

countries 
 



The outcome are two reports:  

 

• Prescribing behaviour of veterinarians 

• Frequency/reasons to perform sensitivity 
testing 
 

• Main indications to prescribe AB to food 
producing animals 

• Main indications to prescribe AB to companion 
animals 

PUBLISHED 

IN  

PUBLICATION 



Published 
Veterinary 

Record 
November 

2013 
 

open access 

http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/ear

ly/2013/09/25/vr.101454.full 



Question  

 

“Which factors 

are the most important for you to 
prescribe?“ 

 







Question 

 

“How often do you perform  

sensitivity testing“ 

 



Increase sensitivity testing?  
Make them faster, cheaper and more 

available 



Question 

 

“If you do not follow responsible use 
warnings, why not?” 

 



• because the owner wants/requests 
broadspectrum with short withdrawal period 

• Ease of administration esp cats, horses, bulls 

• Critical ill animals 

• MUMS – little choice 

• For welfare reasons 

• Sensitivity testing too expensive 

• … 

Owner and economic pressure override 
responsible use warnings 



Report two:  

 

“Which are the main indications per 
companion animals and livestock for 
which you prescribe antimicrobials?” 

 

Showing us:  

- Main indications to prescribe antibiotics for 

- Which antibiotics are used for which 
indications 

 IN 

PUBLICATION 



- Gives top 5 cited indications for 5 species to 
prescribe antibiotics  

 
 Eg. cattle: mastitis, respiratory diseases, diarrhea, 
 uterine and locomotion are the most cited 
 indications 
 

- Gives most cited antibiotics per indication 
eg for mastitis; penicillines are mostly used, 
followed by cephalosporins 

 

 
Icons from 

iconsdb.com 



Some outcomes 

• Use of ‘older’ antibiotics predominates 

• Shows the most important indications 
to use CIA’s  

• Clear ‘preferences’ between countries 
can be observed 

• Looks into the use of formularies and 
guidance to drive responsible use 



Report II nicely supplements ESVAC 
reports 

 

• ESVAC gives sales data but not for which species 
and indication used 

• This report highlight most important indications for 
antibiotic use 

• And shows when CIAs are mostly used  

• The report shows which are the main indications 
for which you need to prevent or find alternative 
treatments for - if you would wish to reduce 
antibiotic use 

 



Two new responsible use leaflets 
available: FVE & European Farmers + 

European vets, doctors & dentists  


