
An agency of the European Union

Communication initiative
HMPC feedback
Joint PCWP/HCPWP meeting, 1-2 April 2025

Presentation by An LÊ-HMPC member



Classified as public by the European Medicines Agency 

Key objectives on communication initiative
HMPC work plan 2023-2025 
• Identify topics to focus on and bring together similar initiatives already set up by regulatory agencies of 

Member States : what to communicate, how, to whom?

• Update Assessment Report Summary for the Public (ARSP) for new or revised Herbal monographs

• Explore achievable opportunities to publish information on the differences between the status of the products in 
cooperation with relevant groups/bodies
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Survey about NCA’s website information
Compare existing national initiatives   

•  Survey : 15 questions , 18/28 answers from member states: 

HMPC - committee feedback PCWP-HCPWP2

90.9%

72.7%

36.4%

18.2%

18.2%

Regulatory aspects

Legal status

Safety issues

Scientific aspects

Other*

0.0%20.0%40.0%60.0%80.0%100.0%

Focus of the internet 
content 



Classified as public by the European Medicines Agency 

Survey about NCA’s website information
Compare existing national initiatives: results

-Limited Information on herbal in the NCA’s websites: 7/11 give information on herbals

-The target audience consists mainly of applicants for regulatory or legal status on HMPs (90,9%), specific 
information for patients or healthcare professionals (54%), safety or scientific information (36%)

-Limited scientific communication on HMPC activities (5/18) only through conferences or publications to 
scientific community but less to the general public.

-The reporting process is specific for HMPC and not comparable with other EMA committees (41,2%)
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ex
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SnA
qUJeIBs4 

NCAs websites 
strategies:

inform on the best 
use of HMPs, 

safety, 
interactions, 

status
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New ARSP Template
National experiences, other surveys, regulatory

General trends:

– quick, clear and readable information

– lay and direct language as much as possible to patients (colours and logos were requested)

– focus on types of preparations for medicinal use

– clarify the difference between efficacy and traditional use for herbals

- split  “risks” in two sections (interactions, side effects…)

- regroup the regulatory information of the different ARSP sections

- information concerns only medicinal products (not herbal products with other regulatory statuses)

Draft template endorsed by HMPC (March 2025)+ Valerian example.

Lay language should be considered as patient-friendly wording as define in the QRD template – Annex III.B.
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What is new in the Template
Current publication ARSP Valerian roots 2016

National names, 

introduction 

Types of preparations, efficacy, 
interest of using the medicins,

precautions of use

New  sections on side effects 
and interactions

Regulatory  specific section
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How would Valerian ARSP look like in 2025?
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How would Valerian ARSP look like in 2025?
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Feed back from PCWP/HCPWP
HMPC May 2025 meeting

- Comments on the new ARSP template dedicated to the patients?

- Comments on specific herbal ARSP, once, or on a regular basis?

- Identify other needs: improve presentation, publications, newsletters, format …?

- Explore best practice for communication on interactions between (T)HMPs and other medicinal products.

 - How to draft specific information on interaction section for healthcare professionals? 

- Any other topics of interest?
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We are looking forward to 

hearing your comments, ideas , 

views….
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