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POG -a progressive journey…

Jan 2021 

Start of initiative

Jan 2022

EMA/eligible healthcare 
professional organisations 
policy officers’ group 
(HCP POG) pilot: one-
year review report

2025
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1-year review

2023 

3-year survey

Publication drafting 
group on frailty and 
older people

25 HCPWP out of  44 
eligible HCPOs 

5-6 conference calls of 
1.5-hours

62 POG members 37 
eligible HCPOs 

Implementation

22 HCPWP out of 33 
eligible HCPOs 

6 conference calls of 
1.5-hours

38 POG members out 
of 26 eligible HCPOs 

•Innovation in clinical 
trials
• RWD and registries 
• Special populations: 
geriatrics, rare diseases, 
pregnancy and lactation 
• Shortages

2026

5-year

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/report/ema-eligible-healthcare-professional-organisations-policy-officers-group-hcp-pog-pilot-one-year-review_en.pdf


Stepping up engagement with 
‘eligible’ organisations

Stepping up engagement 
with ‘HCP eligible’ 
organisations
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Tool for ‘stakeholder 
listening’ and enhanced 
early engagement with 
all eligible HCP 
organisations through 
policy officers

A forum for EMA to 
provide updates on 
ongoing work and 
strategic priorities

A forum for all eligible 
organisations to provide 
input and raise issues 
or concerns with EMA at 
an earlier stage

Ad-hoc drafting groups 
may be established on a 
temporary basis to 
deliver specific outputs

Scope and objectives of the POG

Stepping up engagement with eligible organisations



Drafting group- Prioritising areas of 
work 

5

• Survey to all eligible HCP 

organisations in 2021

• HCP POG meetings were not enough 

to collect input from organisations 

• Establishment of 4 HCP POG ‘drafting 

groups’

• Deliver concrete outputs on selected topic

• For some topics, work required clinical 

experts in addition to policy officers 

Surrogate 
endpoints

Shortages of 
medicines

Medication 
errors

Frailty and 
older people

Lancet Healthy Longev. 2023 Dec;4(12):e724-e729. 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhl/article/PIIS2666-
7568(23)00208-8/fulltext
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POG topics 2024- 2025

(EHA) 
Recommendations of 

the Coalition for 
Reducing 

Bureaucracy in 
Clinical Trials

(EU-EYE) “A patient’s 
quest: finding clinical 
trials to participate”.

ESC EU 
Cardiovascular Health 

plan 
ESC policy statement 

on MDR 

EMA’s activities 
targeting 

Engagement with 
Academia

PGEU-Position Paper 
on Artificial 

Intelligence (link)

EPA updates
workforce shortages 

Artificial intelligence 
and multistakeholder 

workshop on AI 

Short lives in SmPC  
for parental medicinal 
products

New process for 
SAGs/AHEGs

Early dialogue with 
healthcare 

professional 
organisations :
 1-year report

ACT EU/ 
Multistakeholder 
platform update

Shortages updates  
(good practice 

guidances, shortages 
reports, public webinar 

on shortages) 

Update from drafting 
groups on shortages 

and surrogate endpoints

Novel complex and 
innovative trials 

implementation with 
a special focus on 

registration and costs

CT updates: CTIS, 
ACT EU priority 
actions  on clinical 
trials in public health 
emergencies

Communication 
activities: shortages,  

misinformation 
project

EMA news, events, 
consultations 
publications

Communication 
activities-‘Podcast: 

Inside EMA- 

EAHP Antimicrobial 
Resistance Working 
Group report 2025 

AMR report

EMA’s strategy for 
scientific publications 

Mapping of topics of 
common interest…… 

Clinical trial map 
(CTIS website)
DHPC website

New process for 
SAGs/AHEGs

Engagement with 
HCPs: reflections 

and planning 

https://bureaucracyincts.eu/storage/2025/06/250611_Recommendations_V24a.pdf
https://www.escardio.org/static-file/Escardio/Advocacy/Documents/Revising-the-EU-Medical-Device-Regulation-Recommendations-by-the-European-Society-of-Cardiology.pdf
https://www.pgeu.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/PGEU-Position-Paper-on-Artificial-Intelligence.pdf
https://www.pgeu.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/PGEU-Position-Paper-on-Artificial-Intelligence.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/partners-networks/healthcare-professionals/healthcare-professionals-key-documents#supporting-documents-for-involvement-in-ema-activities-7944
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news-events/podcast-inside-ema
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news-events/podcast-inside-ema
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news-events/podcast-inside-ema
https://eahp.eu/eahp-publications/
https://euclinicaltrials.eu/search-for-clinical-trials/trial-map/?lang=en
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory-overview/post-authorisation/pharmacovigilance-post-authorisation/direct-healthcare-professional-communications-dhpc#direct-healthcare-professional-communications-published-by-ema-13216


Looking ahead to 2026: 
preliminary survey results 
on key areas of interest 
POG



What priorities would you like EMA to focus 
on during the POG group meetings in 2026?

What priorities would you 
like EMA to focus on 
during the POG group 
meetings in 2026?
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29%

33%

33%

33%

38%

38%

57%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

PATIENT SAFETY AND PHARMACOVIGILANCE 

LEVERAGING DATA, DIGITALISATION AND AI

CLINICAL TRIALS AND EVIDENCE GENERATION

AVAILABILITY AND SUPPLY OF MEDICINES

SPECIFIC CLINICAL AREAS / DISEASE FOCUS

BUILDING TRANSPARENCY AND TRUST 

ADVANCED THERAPIES

REVISED PHARMACEUTICAL LEGISLATION AND EU 
LEGISLATION 



What are the key priorities of your healthcare 
professional organisation for 2026?

Key priorities of your 
healthcare professional 
organisation for 2026
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52%

67%
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CLINICAL TRIALS AND EVIDENCE GENERATION

ADVANCED THERAPIES

SUSTAINABILITY OF THE NETWORK AND WORKFORCE

TRAINING AND SUPPORT

SPECIFIC CLINICAL AREAS / DISEASE FOCUS

LEVERAGING DATA, DIGITALISATION AND AI

REVISED PHARMACEUTICAL LEGISLATION AND EU 
LEGISLATION 



What priorities would you like the EMA to focus on 
in comparison to the key priorities of HCPOs for 
2026?

Priorities would you like 
EMA to focus on versus 
key priorities of HCPOs 
(2026)
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Thank you

Follow us

g 

Maria.Bonafonte@ema.europa.eu

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-medicines-agency/
https://www.youtube.com/user/emainfo
https://www.instagram.com/onehealth_eu/
https://bsky.app/profile/ema.europa.eu
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