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➢45 national associations
➢38 European countries

➢4 FVE Sections 

▪ UEVP (Practitioners)

▪ UEVH (Hygienists – Public Health Officers)

▪ EASVO (Veterinary State Officers)

▪ EVERI (Education, Research, Industry)

Veterinarians know, care and contribute

The FVE network
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FVE Strategy 2021-2025

The European veterinary profession, 

embodied by FVE, strives to enhance 

animal health, animal welfare, public 

health and protect the environment by 

promoting the veterinary profession. 

FVE aims to support veterinarians in 

delivering their professional 

responsibilities to the best 

possible standard, and that this 

expertise is recognized and valued by 

society.

PRIORITIES

➢ONE-HEALTH AND SUSTAINABILITY 

➢ONE VETERINARY COMMUNITY

➢BEING RECOGNISED AND INFLUENTIAL

➢VETERINARY DEMOGRAPHY AND 
REWARDING CAREERS

➢EMBRACE TECHNOLOGY 
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Digital transformation
Accelerated 2020…

▪ Rapid sharing of information 

▪ Monitoring and surveillance

▪ Remote communication and 
working – even for veterinarians



Use of digital tools in veterinary practice 1/2

▪ Monitoring and surveillance 

▪ Precision medicine

▪ Big data management

▪ Robotics

Transformation has started long ago



Use of digital tools in veterinary practice  2/2

▪ Monitoring market to increase availability & forecast shortages

▪ Identify unmet medical needs, incl. alternative treatments

▪ Improve adverse event reporting and signal detection to support 

pharmacovigilance

More innovation is needed



Monitoring availability
& 

shortages forecast



Monitoring 
availability

FVE survey on 
medicine/vaccine 
shortages in Europe 
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24%

21%

17%

14%

10%

5%
2%

7%

Medicines/vaccines shortages

Antibiotics Lifestock vaccine Feline vaccine

Canine vaccine Equine influenza vaccine NSAIDs

Antiparasitic Others

Livestock vaccines



Monitoring 
availability

FVE survey on 
medicine/vaccine 
shortages in Europe 
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Critical shortages

➢ Vaccines, observed for several species

➢ Antibiotics, especially narrow spectrum or lower 
classes antibiotics– i.e. penicillin, amoxycillin, 

tetracyclines, etc.



Monitoring 
availability

FVE survey on medicine/vaccine shortages in Europe 
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4

6

6 YES

If you have a medicines/vaccine 
shortage, is it easy to get 

reliable information on the 
duration, reasons or 
alternatives to use?

If you have a  
medicine/vaccine shortage, 
do you easily source them 
from other EU countries?

2

5

7

SOMETIMES

NO

YES

POSSIBLE, BUT 
TAKES TIME

NO



Monitoring availability for 

Minor species – Small markets

e.g. products for aquatic animals
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Monitoring 
availability

FVE survey on 
availability of antibiotic 
sensitivity testing (AST) 
and other diagnostics

ONGOING
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Companion animal 
practice

49%

Livestock practice
16%

Mixed practice
31%

Other type of practice 
(e.g. exotic animals, 

aquaculture)
4%

Shortages of AST & other diagnostics

Replies from 6 countries



Monitoring 
availability

FVE survey on 
availability of antibiotic 
sensitivity testing (AST) 
and other diagnostics

ONGOING
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Why monitoring availability and forecast of shortages 
are important
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▪ Animal health, animal welfare and/or public health, food production;

▪ Identify regulatory pitfalls;

▪ Work on establishing a harmonized approach on how to address 
issues, e.g. imports from 3rd countries & batch control testing
(Example: mink vaccines)



How ready are we?

Digital tools provide opportunities for

➢ real-time monitoring of shortages

➢ a harmonized framework, e.g. for collection of data, connection of established 

databases (UPD, EudraVigilance Veterinary)

➢ enhanced communication

➢ establishment of a network, e.g. with the engagement of stakeholders and regulators
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Unmet needs

Alternative treatments & diagnostics



19

New technologies could provide solutions

▪ Reliable diagnostics and AST

▪ Alternatives to antibiotics

▪ SPC harmonization/modernization and optimization of dosages and regimes

▪ Disease forecasting and preparedness, assistance in decision making 

▪ Easy pharmacovigilance reporting

▪ …

Some reflections on veterinarians’ wishes 1/2



Some reflections on veterinarians’ wishes 2/2
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➢ Include stakeholders in identification of the needs and solution finding

➢ Integrate One Health approach 

➢ Avoid administrative burden for the users

➢ Ensure robust and ethical framework for 
✓ data ownership & data management
✓ validation of analytical methods and forecasting models
✓ data protection



Conclusions
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NEEDS WHAT WE HAVE 
ACHIEVED

WHAT WE COULD DO MORE

Enable access to availability and 
pharmacovigilance data

Enhance communication

Establishment of platforms 
with data on veterinary 
medicinal products in EU , 
i.e. UPD, Eudravigilance
veterinry

▪ Link databases; 
▪ Use them for sharing information about shortages, 

alternative treatments, quick pharmacovigilance reports, 
etc.

Build sustainable capability and 
capacity within the Network

Started to look into it,e.g.
today’s workshop

▪ Engage policy makers and all stakeholders on Big Data 
initiatives and policy making

▪ Work on a framework for reliable new technologies and 
their validation 

▪ Identify areas where new technologies could facilitate 
the implementation of the NVR, e.g. SPC harmonisation

▪ Use new technologies to identify unmet needs

Ensure ethics and security Veterinary profession 
integrates the use of 
digital tools in practice

▪ A clear framework is necessary

Enhance the use of existing 
resources/ tools

▪ Interdisciplinary One health collaboration



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


