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Work experience                                                                                                      

 

Employer: European Liver Patients Association
• Start date: 25th November 2018
• End date: current
• Position: ELPA President
• Activities:  leading all activities of international patient association
• Country: Belgium

1. 

Employer: European Liver Patients Association
• Start date: 1st June 2016
• End date: 25th November 2018
• Position: ELPA vice president for activities and development
• Activities: development of new projects and activities
• Country: Belgium

2. 

Employer: Association SLOVENIA HEP
• Start date: 1st March 2016
• End date: current
• Position: Director and chief executive
• Activities: Monitoring off patient acitivies in Slovenia.
• Country: Slovenia

3. 

Employer: Education, consulting and psyhotherapy Marko Korenjak s.p.
• Start date: 1st March 2003
• End date: 1st March 2016
• Position: Director and chief executive
• Activities: leading workshops on communication, presentations and work psyhology.
• Country: Slovenia

4. 

Employer: ZM Agenta d.o.o.
• Start date: 1st March 1999
• End date: 1dt March 2003
• Position: Assistant to the director
• Activities: management of ISO standard as internal analyst.
• Country: Slovenia

5. 

Education and training                                                                                                      

 

Subject: Third Master Degree
• Start date: October 2023
• End date: June 2024
• Qualification: Master of International Patient Advocacy
• Organisation: Chatolic University of the Sacred Hearth
• Country: Italy

1. 

Subject: Second Master Degree
• Start date: October 2018
• End date: January 2022
• Qualification: Master of International relations and Diplomacy
• Organisation: Faculty for Government and European Studies
• Country: Slovenia

2. 

Subject: First Master Degree 
• Start date: October 2014
• End date: September 2016
• Qualification: Master of Business and Management
• Organisation: Faculty for business and management Novo mesto
• Country: Slovenia

3. 
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Projects
Between 2016 and 2025, the European Liver Patients’ Association (ELPA) has participated in a total of 20 European 
collaborative research projects. These projects have been funded under major EU frameworks including Horizon 
2020, Horizon Europe, the Innovative Health Initiative (IHI), Erasmus+, and EIT Health. Collectively, these projects 
represent a combined research investment of more than €200 million and involve over 200 collaborating 
institutions, ranging from leading academic centers and clinical hospitals to patient organizations and technology 
partners across Europe.

As President of ELPA, I have overseen ELPA’s strategic involvement in these projects and ensured that the patient 
voice is not only heard but actively shapes research direction and implementation. In our projects, ELPA plays a 
central role by representing the perspective of liver patients and leading or co-leading work packages dedicated to 
communication, dissemination, stakeholder engagement, and public outreach. We ensure that scientific 
innovations and policy developments in liver health are not only shared broadly but are also shaped by real-world 
patient experience and need.

The projects span a wide range of topics. Several focus on developing artificial intelligence tools for early 
diagnosis and treatment planning in liver disease, including LIVERAIM, LEOPARD, and GRIPonMASH. Others explore 
liver cancer, biomarker discovery, and personalized medicine, such as THRIVE, GENIAL, ESCALON, and 
GALAXY. Projects like MICROB-PREDICT and A-TANGO aim to improve outcomes in cirrhosis and acute-on-chronic 
liver failure, while HL4EU, LiverScreen, and FisPlat address prevention, early detection, and public health strategies.

Through our sustained involvement, ELPA has become a key strategic partner in European health research, 
helping to co-create policies, digital tools, and clinical innovations that are grounded in patients’ needs and lived 
experiences. These collaborations have also allowed us to build extensive expertise in project coordination and 
stakeholder engagement, solidifying ELPA’s role as one of respected patient-led organizations in the field of liver 
health across Europe.

In May 2024, I was honored to receive the “Rising Star Made with Patients” Award, issued by Patient 
Focused Medicines Development (PFMD). This award recognizes individuals who demonstrate exceptional 
dedication to integrating patient perspectives into all aspects of healthcare. It celebrates innovation and leadership 
in advancing patient-centered approaches in the development of medicines and health services. Being selected as a 
recipient reflects ELPA’s broader commitment to embedding the patient voice into regulatory, scientific, and clinical 
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frameworks across Europe.

Earlier, in September 2017, I was recognized by the Economist Intelligence Unit as one of the HCV Change 
Makers—a global initiative spotlighting individuals and organizations making significant contributions to the 
elimination of hepatitis C. I was one of 18 individuals recognized for creative and impactful work in areas such as 
screening, multi-stakeholder engagement, and the use of technology to overcome persistent challenges in HCV 
policy and practice. This recognition validated ELPA’s efforts in driving awareness and concrete change in viral 
hepatitis elimination strategies.

Other Relevant Information
I am a patient representative.
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