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Research experience & position
01/2024-        Deputy Director VIB-UA Center for Molecular 
Neurology, Belgium.
07/2020-        Group leader, VIB-UA Center for Molecular Neurology, 
Belgium.          
10/2020-        Associate professor, University of Antwerp, Belgium.
2019- 2020      Staff Scientist, VIB-Center for Brain and Disease, KU 
Leuven, Belgium.
2017-2019       Postdoctoral researcher, VIB-Center for Brain and 

Disease, KU Leuven, Belgium.
2015-2017       Postdoctoral researcher, Dept. of Biological Sciences, 

University of Southampton, UK.
2010-2014       Ph.D. Student, Institute of Neuroscience, Department of 

Cell Biology, Physiology and Immunology, Universitat 
Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain.

 

 
 

Education and training                                                                                                      

 

Education / training
09/2010- 07/2014: PhD Neuroscience, Institute of Neuroscience and 

Department of Cell Biology, Physiology and Immunology, 
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain. 
Supervisor: Prof. Xavier Navarro Acebes.

09/2009- 07/2010: MSc Neuroscience, Institute of Neuroscience, 
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain.

09/2005 - 07/2009: BSc Biology, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, 
Spain.

Additional information                                                                                                      

Publications 2021-2025
h-index = 31; 7,403 citations (Google Scholar, June 2025)
The list below does not contain publications prior to 2021 nor 
publications on which Renzo Mancuso is listed as collaborator as part of 
a consortium. For a complete and live list of publications, see PubMed.
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C.A., Cash, D., 2023. Pharmacological modulation of TSPO in 
microglia/macrophages and neurons in a chronic neurodegenerative 
model of prion disease. J Neuroinflammation 20, 92. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12974-023-02769-y

3. 

Walgrave, H., Penning, A., Tosoni, G., Snoeck, S., Davie, K., Davis, E., 
Wolfs, L., Sierksma, A., Mars, M., Bu, T., Thrupp, N., Zhou, L., 
Moechars, D., Mancuso, R., Fiers, M., Howden, A.J.M., De Strooper, B., 
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Beckers, J., Tharkeshwar, A.K., Fumagalli, L., Contardo, M., Van Schoor, 
E., Fazal, R., Thal, D.R., Chandran, S., Mancuso, R., Van Den Bosch, 
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P.R., Karikari, T.K., Blennow, K., Zetterberg, H., Martinez-Muriana, A., 
De Strooper, B., Thambisetty, M., Ferrucci, L., Gottesman, R.F., Coresh, 
J., Resnick, S.M., Walker, K.A., 2024. Proteome-wide analysis identifies 
plasma immune regulators of amyloid-beta progression. Brain Behav 
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2024. Deep proteomic analysis of microglia reveals fundamental 
biological differences between model systems. Cell Rep 43, 114908. 
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Preman, P., Moechars, D., Fertan, E., Wolfs, L., Serneels, L., Shah, D., 
Lamote, J., Poovathingal, S., Snellinx, A., Mancuso, R., Balusu, S., 
Klenerman, D., Arranz, A.M., Fiers, M., De Strooper, B., 2024. APOE 
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responses in APOE deficient microglia. EMBO Mol Med. 
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2025-2028       Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) junior 
postdoctoral fellowship to Anne Wienand: “Microglia-
factories: iPSC-microglia as a platform to deliver 
biologicals in the brain for the treatment of frontotemporal 
dementia”, 01.10.2025 - 30.09.2028. Role: supervisor of 
fellow.

2025-2029       Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) junior research 
project: “Decoding the Genetic Blueprint of Alzheimer's 
Disease in Human Microglia using In Vivo Single-Cell 
Perturbation Screens”, 01.01.2025-31.12.2028: €580,000, 
role: PI.

2025-2027       BrightFocus Foundation Postdoctoral fellowship to 
Laura Fumagalli: “Leveraging humanised microglia 
models to unravel C9orf72 gain and loss of function 
synergistic mechanisms in FTD”, 01.07.2025 - 
30.06.2027. $200,000. Role: supervisor of fellow.

2025-2026       Alzheimer’s Association AD Strategic Research Fund 
– “Grand challenge: Define causal transcription factor 
networks that drive protective or pathogenic microglia 
phenotypes in Alzheimer’s Disease” has been approved 
for funding.” $364,000. role: PI.

2025-2026       Stichting Alzheimer Onderzoek SAO Pilot Award to 
Laura Fumagalli. “Xenotransplantation of iPSC-derived 
microglia to elucidate the impact of C9orf72 
hexanucleotide repeat expansion on neuroinflammation 
and neurodegeneration.” 110,000 EUR. Role: supervisor.

2024-2028       Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) PhD 
fellowship to Maxim Van Hoek. “Defining the impact of 
the iPSC-derived human microglial secretome in 
Alzheimer's disease employing ER-mediated TurboID 
proximity labelling in vivo.”. Salary support for 4 years, 
role: supervisor of fellow. 01.11.2024-31.10.2028.

2024-2027       Department of Defense Peer Reviewed Alzheimer's 
Research Program - Transforming Research Award: 
“Reduced combination of genetic variants to predict and 
stratify Alzheimer’s disease”, 01.10.2024-30.09.2027: 
$996,600 for RM. Role: PI (with Kristel Sleegers)

2024-2026       Alzheimer’s Association Research Grant ABA – invite 
only: “APOE modifiers of human microglia function in 
Alzheimer's disease” 01.01.2024 – 31.12.2026:  
$250,000, role: PI (with Kristel Sleegers).

2023-2024       University of Antwerp Research Fund (BOF) 
“opvangmandaat” postdoctoral fellowship to Laura 
Fumagalli. “Xenotransplantation of iPSC-derived microglia 
to elucidate the impact of C9orf72 hexanucleotide repeat 
expansion on neuroinflammation and neurodegeneration”. 
01.10.2023-30.09.2024; € 48,000.00, role: supervisor of 
fellow.

2024-2026       Stichting Alzheimer Onderzoek SAO Standard Award: 
“Soluble transducers of human microglial toxicity in 
Alzheimer's disease”, 01.01.2024 - 31.12.2026: €300,000, 
role: PI.

2023-2027       Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) Strategic 
Basic Research PhD fellowship to Lena Jutz. 
“Leveraging the microglial surface proteome to engineer a 
CAR-microglia”. Salary support for 4 years, role: 
supervisor of fellow. 01.11.2023-31.10.2027
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2023-2027       Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) PhD 
fellowship to Baukje Bijnens. “Partners in crime? 
Deciphering microglia astrocyte communication in 
Alzheimer’s disease”. Salary support for 4 years, role: 
supervisor of fellow. 01.11.2023-31.10.2027.

2024-2026       Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions postdoctoral 
fellowship to Alma Mohebiany. “Microglia-neuron 
communication in health and disease” 01.09.2024-
31.08.2026; € 191,760.00, role: supervisor of fellow.

2024-2026       Alzheimer’s Association AD Strategic Fund: 
Endolysosomal Activity in Alzheimer's “Impact of 
ABCA7 mutations on the microglial endolysosomal 
function”, 01.01.2024-31.12.2026. $300,000, role: PI.

2023-2027       FWO Strategic Basic Research Project: “Enhancer-AI: 
AI-driven modelling and design of cell type specific 
enhancers for gene therapy”, 01.10-2023-30.09-2027, 
€1,666,027, role: co-PI (PI: Stein Aerts, KU Leuven).

2023-2025       MSCA Seal of Excellence postdoctoral fellowship to 
Alma Mohebiany: “Microglia-neuron communication in 
health and disease”, 01.10.2023-30.09.2025, role: 
supervisor of fellow.

2023-2026       Alzheimer’s Association Research Grant: “Exploring 
the human microglial secretome in Alzheimer's disease” 
01.07.2023 – 30.06.2026:  $199,980, role: PI.

2023-2025       Geneeskundige Stichting Koningin Elisabeth (GSKE) 
interuniversity project. “Dissecting the molecular basis 
of microglia-synapse communication in AD” 01.01.2023-
31.12.2025: € 105,000.00, role: PI (with Joris De Wit, KU 
Leuven).

2023-2027       ERC Starting Grant: “Deciphering the microglia-neuron 
interactions in human Alzheimer's disease” 01.01.2023 – 
31.12.2027: €1,500,000, role: PI.

2023-2025       Alzheimer’s Association Research Grant: “APOE 
modifiers of human microglia function in Alzheimer's 
disease” 01.01.2023 – 31.12.2025:  $300,000, role: PI 
(with Kristel Sleegers, VIB-UAntwerp CMN).

2022-2026       Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) PhD 
fellowship to Jessie Premereur. “From gene to function: 
Unraveling the molecular mechanisms of Alzheimer-
associated ABCA7 risk variants in microglia biology.” 
01.11.2022-31.10.2026. Salary support for 4 years, role: 
supervisor of fellow.

2023-2026       Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) PhD 
fellowship to Gonzalo Leguia Fauro. “From population-
based study to functional biology: combinatorial effect 
APOE and low-risk genetic risk factors of Alzheimer's 
Disease in the microglia response to amyloid pathology.” 
01.11.2022-31.10.2026. Salary support for 4 years, role: 
supervisor of fellow.

2022-2026       BOF DOCPRO4: “Deciphering the contribution of 
progranulin deficient human microglia in the initiation and 
modification of frontotemporal dementia.” 01.10.2025=2 – 
30.09.2026: Salary support for PhD student for 4 years, 
role: supervisor of fellow.

2022-2025       Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) Hercules 
Large-Scale Research Infrastructure Grant: “3D-super-
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resolution to cryo-Electron Microscopy to study nanoscale 
subcellular dynamics and structure that alter in 
neurodegenerative diseases – 3SURE MIND”, 
01.05.2022-30.04.2026: €1,801,760, role: co-PI (PI: Wim 
Annaert, KU Leuven).

2022-2025       Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) junior research 
project: “Xenotransplantation of iPSC derived microglia to 
decipher the impact of Progranulin in neuroinflammation 
and neurodegeneration”, 01.01.2022-31.12.2025: 
€518,543, role: PI

2022-2025       BOF-TOP project: “Xenotransplantation of genetically 
engineered iPSC-derived microglia and neurons to 
decipher the cell-type specific interplay of Progranulin and 
TMEM106B in neuroinflammation and 
neurodegeneration”, 01.01.2022-31.12.2025: €500,000, 
role: PI (with Rosa Rademakers, VIB-UAntwerp CMN).

2022-2024       Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions postdoctoral 
fellowship to Teun Klein Gunnewiek. “Microglia-synapse 
molecular interactions in neurodegenerative disorders” 
01.06.2022-31.05.2024; € 191,760.00, role: supervisor of 
fellow.

2022-2024       Stichting Alzheimer Onderzoek SAO Standard Award: 
“Deciphering the molecular mechanisms of ABCA7 risk 
variants in microglia in AD”, 01.01.2022 - 31.12.2024: 
€249,987, role: PI.

2022-2023       University of Antwerp Research Fund (BOF) 
“opvangmandaat” postdoctoral fellowship to Alma 
Mohebiany. “All-for-one and one-for-all: Microglia-centric 
networks with neurons and astrocytes”. 01.10.2022-
30.09.2023; € 48,000.00, role: supervisor of fellow.

2021-2025       BOF DOCPRO4: “From gene to function: Unraveling the 
molecular mechanisms of Alzheimer-associated ABCA7 
risk variants in microglia biology using patient-derived 
iPSCs and chimeric mice models.” 01.10.2021 – 
30.09.2025: Salary support for PhD student for 4 years, 
role: supervisor of fellow.

2021-2022       Alzheimer’s Association RAPID grant: “Microglia and 
neuroinflammation: transducers of Ab toxicity in human 
AD”, 01.09.2021 - 31.08.2022: $48,400, role: PI.

2021-2023       BrightFocus Foundation Standard Award: “From 
genetics to the cellular phase of Alzheimer’s disease: 
untangling the role of lipid pathways in microglia 
responses to amyloid pathology”, 07.01.2021 - 
06.30.2023, $199,568.

Memberships 2025-   Member of the American Association for the Advance of Science 
(AAAS)
2023-   Member of the Belgian Neuroscience Association
2022-   Member of the International Society of Frontotemporal Dementia 
(ISFTD)

Dr. Mancuso serves as a reviewer for several high-profile journals, 
including Cell, Science, Nature Neuroscience, Nature Communications, 
Science Translational Medicine, and the Journal of Clinical Investigation, 
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among others. He also reviews grant applications for major funding 
bodies such as the Medical Research Council (MRC), the European 
Research Council (ERC), the Fondation pour la Recherche Médicale 
(FRM), the Alzheimer’s Association (US), Alzheimer’s Research UK, and 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society. He is a member of the advisory board of 
Alector and actively contribute to the scientific community through my 
involvement in organizing leading conferences, including the 7th 
Venusberg Neuroinflammation Conference (2023), the VIB 
Periphery–Brain Interface & CNS Disease Meeting (2024), and the 
upcoming VIB Neuroimmunology Conference (2026).
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