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Work experience                                                                                                      

 

April 2020 - present: Postdoctoral researcher at Ghent University (Department of Biomolecular Medicine, eye and 
developmental genetics lab), Belgium

Senior bioinformatician and postdoctoral researcher. My main focus is the development and implementation of 
pipelines for high-throughput omics data processing, analysis, and integration. Furthermore, I am involved in grant 
writing/reviewing and providing support with experimental design, data analyses and data management for several 
projects, including guidance of the PhD candidates who work on these projects.

June 2019 - April 2020: Postdoctoral researcher at Ghent University (Department of Biomolecular Medicine, lab for 
cancer predisposition and precision oncology), Belgium

I was briefly employed as a junior postdoctoral researcher in the lab for cancer predisposition and precision oncology 
to finish up some of the work I did as a PhD candidate (see 'Education and Training') and to hand over to my 
successor. 

Education and training                                                                                                      

 

October 2013 - June 2019: PhD - Ghent University (Department of Biomolecular Medicine, lab for cancer 
predisposition and precision oncology), Belgium

I did my PhD on small non-coding RNAs and their potential for synthetic lethality in patients with BRCA1- and 
BRCA2-associated breast and ovarian cancer. This work included extensive wet and dry lab work, including 
molecular techniques and bioinformatics. 

September 2011 - September 2013: MSc in Bioscience engineering: Cell and Gene Biotechnology - Ghent University 
(Faculty of Bioscience engineering), Belgium

In my masters I specialised by focusing my curriculum on (medical) biotechnology, bioinformatics, human molecular 
genetics of rare diseases, and cancer biology. 

September 2007 - June 2011: BSc in Bioscience engineering - University of Antwerp (Faculty of Sciences), Belgium

In this academic bachelor, I obtained broad but thorough knowledge of (bio)chemistry, mathematics, 
(molecular/cell) biology, physics, economics, and biotechnology. 

Additional information                                                                                                      

Segers A, Gilis J, Van Heetvelde M, Risso D, De Baere E, Clement L. saseR: juggling offsets unlocks RNA-seq tools 
for fast and scalable differential usage, aberrant splicing and expression retrieval. Genome Biol. 2026 Feb 18. doi: 
10.1186/s13059-026-03973-8. Online ahead of print.

Quinodoz M, Rodenburg K, Cvackova Z, Kaminska K, de Bruijn SE, Iglesias-Romero AB, Boonen EGM, Ullah M, 
Zomer N, Folcher M, Bijon J, Holtes LK, Tsang SH, Corradi Z, Freund KB, Shliaga S, Panneman DM, Hitti-Malin RJ, Ali 
M, AlTalbishi A, Andréasson S, Ansari G, Arno G, Astuti GDN, Ayuso C, Ayyagari R, Banfi S, Banin E, Barakat TS, 
Barboni MTS, Bauwens M, Ben-Yosef T, Birch DG, Biswas P, Blanco-Kelly F, Bocquet B, Boon CJF, Branham K, 
Britten-Jones AC, Bujakowska KM, Cadena EL, Calzetti G, Cancellieri F, Cattaneo L, Chadderton N, Charbel Issa P, 
Coutinho-Santos L, Daiger SP, De Baere E, de la Cerda B, De Roach JN, De Zaeytijd J, Derks R, Dhaenens CM, 
Dudakova L, Duncan JL, Farrar GJ, Feltgen N, Fernández-Caballero L, Ferraz Sallum JMF, Gana S, Garanto A, 
Gardner JC, Gilissen C, González-Duarte R, Goto K, Griffiths-Jones S, Haack TB, Haer-Wigman L, Hardcastle AJ, 
Hayashi T, Héon E, Hoischen A, Holtan JP, Hoyng CB, Ibanez MBB 4th, Inglehearn CF, Iwata T, Jones K, Kalatzis V, 
Kamakari S, Karali M, Kellner U, Knézy K, Klaver CCW, Koenekoop RK, Kohl S, Kominami T, Kühlewein L, Lamey TM, 
Leroy BP, López-Rodríguez VRJ, Mahroo OA, Manes G, Mansard L, Martín-Gutiérrez MP, Martins N, Mauring L, 
McKibbin M, Meunier I, Michaelides M, Millán JM, Mizobuchi K, Mukherjee R, Nagy ZZ, Neveling K, Ołdak M, 
Oorsprong M, Pan Y, Papachristou A, Percesepe A, Pfau M, Pierce EA, Place E, Ramesar R, Ramond F, Rasquin FA, 
Rice GI, Roberts L, Rodríguez-Hidalgo M, Ruiz-Ederra J, Sabir AH, Sajiki AF, Sánchez-Barbero AI, Sarma AS, 
Sangermano R, Santos CM, Scarpato M, Scholl HPN, Sharon D, Signorini SG, Simonelli F, Sousa AB, Stefaniotou M, 
Stefansson K, Stingl K, Suga A, Sulem P, Sullivan LJ, Szabó V, Szaflik JP, Taurina G, Thiadens AAHJ, Toomes C, Tran 
VH, Tsilimbaris MK, Tsoka P, Vaclavik V, Vajter M, Valeina S, Valente EM, Valentine C, Valero R, Valleix S, van 
Aerschot J, van den Born LI, Van Heetvelde M, Verhoeven VJ M, Vincent AL, Webster AR, Whelan L, Wissinger B, 
Yioti G, Yoshitake K, Zenteno JC, Zeuli R, Zuleger T, Landau C, Jacob AI, Lin S, Cremers FPM, Lee W, Ellingford JM, 
Stanek D, Rivolta C, Roosing S. De novo and inherited dominant variants in U4 and U6 snRNA genes cause retinitis 
pigmentosa. Nat Genet. 2026 Jan 9; (Epub ahead of print). doi:10.1038/s41588-025-02451-4.

Van Vooren E, Van Den Broeck F, Mahieu Q, Geens E, Van Heetvelde M, De Bruyne M, Van de Sompele S, 
Uppal S, Poliakov E, Dhaenens CM, Gregory-Evans CY, Hoefsloot L, Gonzalez AI, Kohl S, Zuleger T, Demaret T, 
Tuupanen S, Ruys J, Van Os L, Platteau E, Jacob J, Vermeer S, Postelmans L, Dahan K, Maystadt I, Rasquin F, 
Thiadens AAHJ, Stephenson KAJ, Sheri N, Smirnov V, MacDonald IM, Gregory-Evans K, Redmond TM, De Zaeytijd J, 
Leroy BP, Bauwens M, De Baere E; Dominant RPE65-p.(E519K) Consortium. RPE65 Variant p.(E519K) Causes a 
Novel Dominant Adult-Onset Maculopathy in 83 Affected Individuals. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2025 Sep 
2;66(12):53. doi: 10.1167/iovs.66.12.53.
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Landmesser U, Thum T, Tokgözoğlu L, Guzik TJ, Cosentino F, Hajjar R, Goncalves A, Laguna-Fernandez A, Nioi P, 
Prochaska JH, Rocha R, Kathiresan S, März J, Maurer MS, O'Donnell CJ, Passacquale G, Tavridou A, Van Heetvelde 
M, Himmelmann A, Meder B, Roessig L, Crea F, Lüscher TF. Pharmacotherapy of cardiovascular diseases from herbs 
and pills to nucleic acids. EHJ 2025 Aug 21:ehaf520. doi: 10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf520. Online ahead of print.  

Vincke L, Van Schil K, Ahmadieh H, Moghaddasi A, Sabbaghi H, Daftarian N, Motevasseli T, Javanparast Sheykhani 
L, Dehghani M, Vahidi Mehrjardi MY, De Zaeytijd J, De Bruyne M, Mahieu Q, Al-Hajj E, Del Pozo-Valero M, Rosseel T, 
Van Heetvelde M, Maroofian R, Suri F, Bauwens M, De Baere E. Uncovering the genetic architecture of inherited 
retinal disease in a consanguineous Iranian cohort. NPJ Genom Med. 2025 Mar 7;10(1):19. doi: 10.1038/s41525-
025-00473-9.

Bauwens M, De Man V, Audo I, Balikova I, Zein WM, Smirnov V, Held S, Vermeer S, Loos E, Jacob J, Casteels I, 
Désir J, Depasse F, Van de Sompele S, Van Heetvelde M, De Bruyne M, Andrieu C, Condroyer C, Antonio A, 
Hufnagel R, Luísa Carvalho A, Pedro Marques J, Zeitz C, De Baere E, Damme M. Expanding the genetic landscape of 
Usher syndrome type IV caused by pathogenic ARSG variants. Clin Gen. 2024 Aug 28. doi: 10.1111/cge.14614.

Del Pozo Valero M, Almoallem B, Dueñas Rey A, Mahieu Q, Van Heetvelde M, Jeddawi L, Bauwens M, De Baere E. 
Autozygome-guided exome-first study in a consanguineous cohort with early-onset retinal disease uncovers an 
isolated RIMS2 phenotype and a retina-enriched RIMS2 isoform. Clin Genet. 2024 Mar 11. doi: 10.1111/cge.14517. 

Bauwens M, Celik E, Zur D, Lin S, Quinodoz M, Michaelides M, Webster AR, Van Den Broeck F, Leroy BP, Rizel L, 
Moye AR, Meunier A, Tran HV, Moulin AP, Mahieu Q, Van Heetvelde M, Arno G, Rivolta C, De Baere E, Ben-Yosef T. 
Mutations in SAMD7 cause autosomal-recessive macular dystrophy with or without cone dysfunction. Am J Hum 
Genet. 2024 Feb 1;111(2):393-402. doi: 10.1016/j.ajhg.2024.01.001. Epub 2024 Jan 24. 

Dueñas Rey A, Del Pozo Valero M, Bouckaert M, Wood KA, Van den Broeck F, Varela MD, Thomas HB, Van 
Heetvelde M, De Bruyne M, Van de Sompele S, Bauwens M, Lenaerts H, Mahieu Q, Josifova D; Genomics England 
Research Consortium; Rivolta C, O'Keefe RT, Ellingford J, Webster AR, Arno G, Ayuso G, De Zaeytijd J, Leroy BP, De 
Baere E, Coppieters F. Combining a prioritization strategy and functional studies nominates 5’UTR variants 
underlying inherited retinal disease. Genome Medicine. 2024 Jan 6;16(1):7. doi: 10.1186/s13073-023-01277-1. 

Mindham R, Van Heetvelde M, Pedersen SS. 2024. How your patient is really feeling: the emotional hinterland of a 
cardiac diagnosis. EHJ 7;45(10):748-750. doi:10.1093/eurheartj/ehad840.

Nuzhat N, Van Schil K, Liakopoulos S, Bauwens M, Dueñas Rey A, Käseberg S, Jäger M, Willer JR, Winter J, Truong 
HM, Gruartmoner N, Van Heetvelde M, Wolf J, Merget R, Grasshoff-Derr S , Van Dorpe J, Hoorens A, Stöhr H, 
Mansard L, Roux AF , Langmann T, Dannhausen K , Rosenkranz D, Wissing KM, Van Lint  M, Rossmann H, Häuser F , 
Nürnberg P, Thiele H, Zechner U, Pearring JN , De Baere E, Bolz HJ. CEP162 deficiency causes human retinal 
degeneration and reveals a dual role in ciliogenesis and neurogenesis. J Clin Invest. 2023 Apr 17;133(8):e161156. 
doi: 10.1172/JCI161156. 

McDonagh TA, Metra M, Adamo M, Gardner RS, Baumbach A, Böhm M, Burri H, Butler J, Čelutkienė J, Chioncel O, 
Cleland JGF, Crespo-Leiro MG, Farmakis D, Gilard M, Heymans S, Hoes AW, Jaarsma T, Jankowska EA, Lainscak M, 
Lam CS, Lyon AR, McMurray JJV, Mebazaa A, Mindham R, Muneretto C, Piepoli MF, Price S, Rosano GMC, Ruschitzka 
F, Skibelund AK, de Boer RA, Schulze PC, Arbelo E, Bartunek J, Bauersachs J, Borger MA, Buccheri S, Cerbai E, 
Donal E, Edelmann F, Färber G, Heidecker B, Ibanez B, James S, Køber L, Koskinas KC, Masip J, McEvoy JW, Mentz 
R, Mihaylova B, Møller JE, Mullens W, Neubeck L, Nielsen JC, Pasquet AA, Ponikowski P, Prescott E, Rakisheva A, 
Rocca B, Rossello X, Sade LE, Schaubroeck H, Tessitore E, Tokmakova M, van der Meer P, Van Gelder IC, Van 
Heetvelde M, Vrints C, Wilhelm M, Witkowski A, Zeppenfeld K, Shuka N, Chettibi M, Hayrapetyan H, Pavo N, Islamli 
A, Pouleur AC, Kusljugic Z, Tokmakova M, Milicic D, Christodoulides T, Malek F, Køber L, Koriem MAG, Põder P, 
Lassus J, Roubille F, Agladze V, Frantz S, Stavrati A, Kosztin A, Ingimarsdóttir IJ, Campbell P, Hasin T, Oliva F, 
Aidargaliyeva N, Bajraktari G, Mirrakhimov E, Kamzola G, El Neihoum AM, Zaliaduonyte D, Moore A, Vataman E, 
Boskovic A, Alami M, Manintveld O, Srbinovska Kostovska E, Broch K, Nessler J, Franco F, Popescu BA, Foscoli M, 
Stojsic Milosavljevic A, Goncalvesova E, Fras Z, Gonzalez-Costello J, Lindmark K, Paul M, Oudeh A, Zakhama L, Celik 
A, Voronkov L, Clark A, Abdullaev T, Prescott E, James S, Arbelo E, Baigent C, Borger MA, Buccheri S, Ibanez B, 
Køber L, Koskinas KC, McEvoy JW, Mihaylova B, Neubeck L, Nielsen JC, Pasquet AA, Rakisheva A, Rocca B, Rossello 
X, Vaartjes I, Vrints C, Witkowski A, Zeppenfeld K, ESC Scientific Document Group. 2023 Focused update of the 
2021 ESC guidelines for the diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic heart failure: developed by the Task Force 
for the Diagnosis and Treatment of Acute and Chronic Heart Failure of the European Society of Cardiology (ESC) 
with the special contribution of the Heart Failure Association (HFA) of the ESC. Eur Heart J. 
2023;44(37):3627–3639. doi:10.1093/eurheartj/ehad195.

Van de Sompele S, Small KW, Cicekdal MB, Soriano VL, D'Haene E, Shaya FS, Agemy S, Van der Snickt T, Dueñas 
Rey A, Rosseel T, Van Heetvelde M, Vergult S, Balikova I, Bergen  AA, Boon CJF, De Zaeytijd J, Inglehearn CF, 
Kousal B, Leroy BP, Rivolta C, Vaclavik V, van den Ende J, van Schooneveld MJ, Gómez-Skarmeta JL, Tena JJ, 
Martinez-Morales JR, Liskova P, Vleminckx K, De Baere E. Multi-omics approach dissects cis-regulatory mechanisms 
underlying North Carolina macular dystrophy, a retinal enhanceropathy. Am J Hum Genet 2022 Nov 
3;109(11):2029-2048. Epub 2022 Oct 14. doi: 10.1016/j.ajhg.2022.09.013. 

Vandeputte J, Van Heetvelde M, Van Cauwenbergh C, Seneca S, De Baere E, Leroy B, De Zaeytijd J. Mild Leber 
hereditary optic neuropathy (LHON) in a Western European family due to the rare Asian m.14502T>C variant in the 
MT-ND6 gene. Ophthalmic Genet. 2021;42(4):440–445. doi:10.1080/13816810.2021.1913611.

De Zaeytijd J, Van Cauwenbergh C, De Bruyne M, Van Heetvelde M, De Baere E, Coppieters F, Leroy B. Isolated 
maculopathy and moderate rod-cone dystrophy represent the milder end of the RDH12-related retinal dystrophy 
spectrum. Retina. 2021;41(6):1346–1355. doi:10.1097/iae.0000000000003028.

Van Hoorde T, Nerinckx F, Kreps E, Roels D, Huyghe P, Van Heetvelde M, Verdin H, De Baere E, Balikova I, Leroy 
BP. Expanding the clinical spectrum and management of Traboulsi syndrome: report on two siblings homozygous for 
a novel pathogenic variant in ASPH. Ophthalmic Genetics 2021 42:4, 493-499.  doi: 
10.1080/13816810.2021.1923039. 

Wieme G, Kral J, Rosseel T, Zemankova P, Parton B, Vocka M, Van Heetvelde M, Kleiblova P, Blaumeiser B, 
Soukupova J, van den Ende J, Nehasil P, Tejpar S, Borecka M, Gómez García EB, Blok MJ, Safarikova M, Kalousova 
M, Geboes K, de Putter R, Poppe B, De Leeneer K, Kleibl Z, Janatova M, Claes K. Prevalence of germline pathogenic 
variants in cancer-predisposing genes in Czech and Belgian pancreatic cancer patients. Cancers (Basel). 
2021;13(17):4430. doi:10.3390/cancers13174430.

Ascari G, Rendtorff ND, De Bruyne M, De Zaeytijd J, Van Lint M, Bauwens M, Van Heetvelde M, Arno G, Jacob J, 
Creytens D, Van Dorpe J, Van Laethem T, Rosseel T, De Pooter T, De Rijk P, De Coster W, Menten B, Dueñas Rey A, 
Strazisar M, Bertelsen M, Tranebjarg L, Elfride De Baere. Long-read sequencing to unravel complex strucutral 
variants of CEP78 leading to Cone-Rod Dystrophy and Hearing Loss. Front. Cell Dev. Biol. 2021 Apr 21;9:664317. 
doi: 10.3389/fcell.2021.664317. 

Baert A, Palermo M, Van Heetvelde M, Verstraete B, Depuydt J, Vierstraete J, Philippé J, Sablina A, Perletti G, 
Claes K, Vral A. Decreased DNA double-strand break repair and enhanced chromosomal radiosensitivity in irradiated 
non-tumorigenic human breast epithelial cells with a partial BRCA1 or BRCA2 knockdown. World Acad Sci J. 
2020;2(1):19-27. doi:10.3892/wasj.2020.35.

Van Heetvelde M, Van Bockstal M, Poppe B, Lambein K, Rosseel T, Atanesyan L, Deforce D, Van Den Berghe I, De 
Leeneer K, Van Dorpe J, Vral A, Claes K. Accurate Detection and Quantification of Epigenetic and Genetic Second 
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Hits in BRCA1 and BRCA2-Associated Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer Reveals Multiple Co-Acting Second Hits. 
Cancer Lett. 2018 Jun 1;425:125–133. doi: 10.1016/j.canlet.2018.03.026. PMID: 29578053.

Van Schil K, Naessens S, Van de Sompele S, Carron M, Aslanidis A, Van Cauwenbergh C, Mayer AK, Van Heetvelde 
M, Bauwens M, Verdin H, Coppieters F, Greenberg ME, Yang MG, Karlstetter M, Langmann T, De Preter K, Kohl S, 
Cherry TJ, Leroy B, De Baere E. Mapping the genomic landscape of inherited retinal disease genes. Exp Eye Res. 
2023 Oct;233:109611. doi: 10.1016/j.exer.2023.109611. PMID: 37450784.

Rebbeck TR, Friebel TM, Friedman E, Hamann U, Huo D, Kwong A, Olah E, Olopade OI, Solano AR, Teo SH, 
Thomassen M, Weitzel JN, Chan TL, Couch FJ, Goldgar DE, Kruse TA, Palmero EI, Park SK, Torres D, van Rensburg 
EJ, McGuffog L, Parsons MT, Leslie G, Aalfs CM, Abugattas J, Adlard J, Agata S, Aittomäki K, Andrews L, Andrulis IL, 
Arason A, Arnold N, Arun BK, Asseryanis E, Auerbach L, Azzollini J, Balmaña J, Barile M, Barkardottir RB, Barrowdale 
D, Benitez J, Berger A, Berger R, Blanco AM, Blazer KR, Blok MJ, Bonadona V, Bonanni B, Bradbury AR, Brewer C, 
Buecher B, Buys SS, Caldes T, Caliebe A, Caligo MA, Campbell I, Caputo SM, Chiquette J, Chung WK, Claes K, Collée 
JM, Cook J, Davidson R, de la Hoya M, De Leeneer K, de Pauw A, Delnatte C, Diez O, Ding YC, Ditsch N, Domchek 
SM, Dorfling CM, Velazquez C, Dworniczak B, Eason J, Easton DF, Eeles R, Ehrencrona H, Ejlertsen B, Engel C, 
Engert S, Evans DG, Faivre L, Feliubadaló L, Fert Ferrer S, Foretova L, Fowler J, Frost D, Galvão HCR, Ganz PA, 
Garber J, Gauthier-Villars M, Gehrig A, Gerdes AM, Gesta P, Giannini G, Giraud S, Glendon G, Godwin AK, Greene 
MH, Gronwald J, Gutierrez-Barrera A, Hahnen E, Hauke J, Henderson A, Hentschel J, Hogervorst FBL, Honisch E, 
Imyanitov EN, Isaacs C, Izatt L, Izquierdo A, Jakubowska A, James P, Janavicius R, Jensen UB, John EM, Vijai J, 
Kaczmarek K, Karlan BY, Kast K, KConFab Investigators, Kim SW, Konstantopoulou I, Korach J, Laitman Y, Lasa A, 
Lasset C, Lázaro C, Lee A, Lee MH, Lester J, Lesueur F, Liljegren A, Lindor NM, Longy M, Loud JT, Lu KH, Lubinski J, 
Machackova E, Manoukian S, Mari V, Martínez-Bouzas C, Matrai Z, Mebirouk N, Meijers-Heijboer HEJ, Meindl A, 
Mensenkamp AR, Mickys U, Miller A, Montagna M, Moysich KB, Mulligan AM, Musinsky J, Neuhausen SL, Nevanlinna 
H, Ngeow J, Nguyen HP, Niederacher D, Nielsen HR, Nielsen FC, Nussbaum RL, Offit K, Öfverholm A, Ong KR, Osorio 
A, Papi L, Papp J, Pasini B, Pedersen IS, Peixoto A, Peruga N, Peterlongo P, Pohl E, Pradhan N, Prajzendanc K, Prieur 
F, Pujol P, Radice P, Ramus SJ, Rantala J, Rashid MU, Rhiem K, Robson M, Rodriguez GC, Rogers MT, Rudaitis V, 
Schmidt AY, Schmutzler RK, Senter L, Shah PD, Sharma P, Side LE, Simard J, Singer CF, Skytte AB, Slavin TP, 
Snape K, Sobol H, Southey M, Steele L, Steinemann D, Sukiennicki G, Sutter C, Szabo CI, Tan YY, Teixeira MR, 
Terry MB, Teulé A, Thomas A, Thull DL, Tischkowitz M, Tognazzo S, Toland AE, Topka S, Trainer AH, Tung N, van 
Asperen CJ, van der Hout AH, van der Kolk LE, van der Luijt RB, Van Heetvelde M, Varesco L, Varon-Mateeva R, 
Vega A, Villarreal-Garza C, von Wachenfeldt A, Walker L, Wang-Gohrke S, Wappenschmidt B, Weber BHF, 
Yannoukakos D, Yoon SY, Zanzottera C, Zidan J, Zorn KK, Hutten Selkirk CG, Hulick PJ, Chenevix-Trench G, Spurdle 
AB, Antoniou AC, Nathanson KL. Mutational spectrum in a worldwide study of 29,700 families with BRCA1 or BRCA2 
mutations. Hum Mutat. 2018 May;39(5):593-620. doi:10.1002/humu.23406.

Van Heetvelde M, Van Loocke W, Trypsteen W, Baert A, Vanderheyden K, Crombez B, Vandesompele J, De 
Leeneer K, Claes K. Evaluation of relative quantification of alternatively spliced transcripts using droplet digital PCR. 
Biomol Detect Quantif. 2017;13:40-48. doi:10.1016/j.bdq.2017.09.001.

Lecarpentier J, Silvestri V, Kuchenbaecker KB, Barrowdale D, Dennis J, McGuffog L, Soucy P, Leslie G, Rizzolo P, 
Navazio AS, Valentini V, Zelli V, Lee A, Al Olama AA, Tyrer JP, Southey M, John EM, Conner TA, Goldgar DE, Buys 
SS, Janavicius R, Steele L, Ding YC, Neuhausen SL, Hansen TVO, Osorio A, Weitzel JN, Toss A, Medici V, Cortesi L, 
Zanna I, Palli D, Radice P, Manoukian S, Peissel B, Azzollini J, Viel A, Cini G, Damante G, Tommasi S, Peterlongo P, 
Fostira F, Hamann U, Evans DG, Henderson A, Brewer C, Eccles D, Cook J, Ong K, Walker L, Side LE, Porteous ME, 
Davidson R, Hodgson S, Frost D, Adlard J, Izatt L, Eeles R, Ellis S, Tischkowitz M, Godwin AK, Meindl A, Gehrig A, 
Dworniczak B, Sutter C, Engel C, Niederacher D, Steinemann D, Hahnen E, Hauke J, Rhiem K, Kast K, Arnold N, 
Ditsch N, Wang-Gohrke S, Wappenschmidt B, Wand D, Lasset C, Stoppa-Lyonnet D, Belotti M, Damiola F, Barjhoux 
L, Mazoyer S, Van Heetvelde M, Poppe B, De Leeneer K, Claes K, de la Hoya M, Garcia-Barberan V, Caldes T, Perez 
Segura P, Kiiski JI, Aittomäki K, Khan S, Nevanlinna H, van Asperen CJ, Vaszko T, Kasler M, Olah E, Balmana J, 
Gutierrez-Enriquez S, Diez O, Teule A, Izquierdo A, Darder E, Brunet J, Del Valle J, Feliubadalo L, Pujana MA, Lazaro 
C, Arason A, Agnarsson BA, Johannsson OT, Barkardottir RB, Alducci E, Tognazzo S, Montagna M, Teixeira MR, Pinto 
P, Spurdle AB, Holland H, Lee JW, Lee MH, Lee J, Kim SW, Kang E, Kim Z, Sharma P, Rebbeck TR, Vijai J, Robson M, 
Lincoln A, Musinsky J, Gaddam P, Tan YY, Berger A, Singer CF, Loud JT, Greene MH, Mulligan AM, Glendon G, 
Andrulis IL, Toland AE, Senter L, Bojesen A, Nielsen HR, Skytte AB, Sunde L, Jensen UB, Pedersen IS, Krogh L, 
Kruse TA, Caligo MA, Yoon SY, Teo SH, von Wachenfeldt A, Huo D, Nielsen SM, Olopade OI, Nathanson KL, Domchek 
SM, Lorenchick C, Jankowitz RC, Campbell I, James P, Mitchell G, Orr N, Park SK, Thomassen M, Offit K, Couch FJ, 
Simard J, Easton DF, Chenevix-Trench G, Schmutzler RK, Antoniou AC, Ottini L. Prediction of breast and prostate 
cancer risks in male BRCA1 and BRCA2 mutation carriers using polygenic risk scores. J Clin Oncol. 
2017;35(20):2240-2250. doi:10.1200/JCO.2016.69.4935.

Phelan CM, ..., Van Heetvelde M, ..., Antoniou AC, Pharoah PDP. Identification of 12 new susceptibility loci for 
different histotypes of epithelial ovarian cancer. Nat Genet. 2017;49(5):680-691. doi:10.1038/ng.3826.

De Leeneer K, Hellemans J, Steyaert W, Lefever S, Vereecke I, Debals E, Crombez B, Baetens M, Van Heetvelde M, 
Coppieters F, Vandesompele J, De Jaegher A, De Baere E, Coucke P, Claes K. Flexible, scalable, and efficient 
targeted resequencing on a benchtop sequencer for variant detection in clinical practice. Hum Mutat. 2015 
Mar;36(3):379-387. doi:10.1002/humu.22739.

 

Projects

Member of the European Society of Cardiology Patient Forum. As such, I have presented at the following scientific 
conferences and meetings:

2026 Feb - Advancing Prevention and Equity through AI and Digital Transformation: The Impact of EU and National 
Cardiovascular Health Plans

2026 Jan - Cardiovascular Round Table Amsterdam: Cardiovascular Safety at the Heart of Cancer Care

2025 Dec - EACH Cardiovascular Health Summit

2025 Oct - AI Patient Crew Pilot

2025 Aug - ESC Annual Congress Madrid: - title: "Therapeutic advances in cardiometabolic HFpEF: pharmacotherapy 
and lifestyle intervention - patient perspective"

2025 March - ESC Spring Summit: Digital Cardiology - the future is here - title: "The Transformative Role of AI in 
Cardiology - Patient Perspective"

2025 Feb - Cardiovascular Round Table Amsterdam: Unmet Medical Needs focusing on patient-benefit risk and 
patient-reported outcomes - title: "Patient perspectives of using PED/PROs as primary versus supportive endpoints 
in the approval of new drugs and devices"

2024 August - ESC Annual Congress London: - title: "Psychosocial needs for patients after discharge"

2024 February - Cardiovascular Round Table Rome: The Revolution In Pharmacotherapy: From Herbs To Pills To 
Antibodies And Nucleic Acids - title: "Patient’s perspectives on nucleic acid therapy"

Memberships
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2023 November - Cardiovascular Round Table Amsterdam: Unmet Medical Needs - title: "Patient’s role in the 
assessment of risk-benefit in drug development – innovative cardiovascular drugs how much uncertainty is 
acceptable?"

And I have been a discussant in the following session:

2023 August - ESC Annual Congress Amsterdam: - title: "Heart Team: threats and opportunities"

Other Relevant Information I am a patient representative
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